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served our Nation, and rely upon the VA for
the health care they need.

Again, we ask for your support of the
Johnson-Wellstone Amendment that would
increase the amount available for VA health
care up to the level we have recommended in
The Independent Budget.

Sincerely,
DAVID E. WOODBURY,

Executive Director,
AMVETS.

KEITH W. WINGFIELD,
Executive Director,

Paralyzed Veterans
of America.

ROBERT E. WALLACE,
Executive Director,

Veterans of Foreign
War.

DAVID W. GORMAN,
Executive Director,

Disabled American
Veterans.

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE
UNITED STATES,

Washington, DC, April 3, 2001.
To All Member of the United Stats Senate:

On behalf of the 2.7 million men and
women of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States and our Ladies Auxiliary,
we urge you to support the Johnson-
Wellstone Amendment to increase the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) health
care funding by $1.8 billion over the chair-
man’s mark for a total of $2.6 billion for fis-
cal year 2002.

We and our colleagues of the Independent
Budget have identified the need to increase
VA health care funding by $2.6 billion over
the amount provided in FY 2001. This rec-
ommended increase would provide the re-
sources necessary for VA to meet the needs
of the men and women who have served our
Nation and rely upon VA for health care.

Again, we urge your support of the John-
son-Wellstone Amendment to increase the
amount available for VA health care to the
level necessary to properly and compas-
sionately provide for veterans’ health care
needs.

Sincerely,
ROBERT E. WALLACE,

Executive Director.

PVA,
NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER,

Sioux Falls, SD, April 3, 2001.
Senator TIM JOHNSON,
Hart Senate Office Bldg.,
Washington, DC.

DEAR TIM, the North Central Chapter PVA
would like to thank you for the recent cor-
respondence you and Senator Wellstone pre-
sented to your fellow Senator’s concerning
the VA budget. These letters (dated March
12, 2001 and April 2, 2001) highlight the budg-
etary shortfalls as demonstrated in the Inde-
pendence Budget and bring attention to this
vitally important issue.

As you indicate in your letters, the VA
health care system must have adequate fund-
ing in order to provide the services our Vet-
erans need and deserve. Anything less than
the Independent Budgets’ recommended 2.6
billion dollar increase will mean a cut in
health care services. We must not and can
not return to the days of inadequate health
care because of the lack of funding.

Once again, on behalf of all the members of
North Central Chapter PVA, we commend
you for all your efforts on Veterans’ health
care issues. If at any time we can be of as-
sistance, please do not hesitate to contact
our office or myself and we’ll happy to help.

Respectfully,
JOEL NIEMEYER,

Government Relations Director, North Cen-
tral Chapter PVA.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
as the Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, I ask my
colleagues to support an amendment
offered by Senators WELLSTONE and
JOHNSON to S. Con. Res. 20, the concur-
rent resolution on the fiscal year 2002
Budget. The budget resolution provides
for an increase of $1 billion for all vet-
erans funding from the fiscal year 2001
amount. The Wellstone-Johnson
amendment goes further and provides
for an overall increase of $2.6 billion for
veterans’ health care.

If the Department of Veterans Affairs
is funded at the level that the Budget
Resolution provides, a $1 billion in-
crease over the fiscal year 2001 appro-
priation, which might appear generous
at first glance, we can expect VA to
eliminate staff, delay providing health
care and benefits, and slash vital pro-
grams.

While some may describe the funding
included in this resolution as a major
increase, I must disagree. Much, if not
all, of this proposed increase would be
consumed in merely overcoming infla-
tion in the costs of providing medical
care. After spending vast sums for a
tax cut for the wealthiest Americans,
there simply isn’t enough money to
meet VA’s needs in the next fiscal
year.

The alliance of veterans service orga-
nizations that authors the Independent
Budget for Fiscal Year 2002—AMVETS,
the Disabled American Veterans, the
Paralyzed Veterans of America, and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, rightly
concluded that ‘‘more must be done to
meet the increasing needs of an aging
veteran population, adapt to the rising
cost of health care, enhance and facili-
tate benefits delivery, and maintain
the continuity of funding for VA pro-
grams as a whole.’’

The budget resolution before us
would not allow us to fulfill those obli-
gations. We must ensure VA a level of
funding that will minimize the impact
of inflation, fund existing initiatives,
and allow the system to move forward
in the ways we all expect.

Urgent demands on the VA health
care system make increased funding
essential. The landmark Veterans Mil-
lennium Health Care and Benefits Act
of 1999 significantly expanded VA non-
institutional long-term care, which for
the first time is available to all vet-
erans enrolled with the VA health care
system. As we contend with the di-
lemma of developing long-term care for
all Americans, VA will begin this effort
with our Nation’s veterans. The Con-
gressional Budget Office estimates that
the VA noninstitutional extended care
program will cost more than $400 mil-
lion a year. We must supply adequate
funds to fulfill this legislative man-
date.

The Millennium Act also ensures
emergency care coverage for veterans
with no other health insurance options.
Necessity demands this costly provi-
sion: nearly 1 million veterans enrolled
with the VA are uninsured and in poor-

er health than the general population.
Although this new benefit has not yet
been either implemented or publicized,
claims are already mounting.

Medical inflation and wage increases,
factors beyond VA’s control, have been
estimated to devour nearly $1 billion of
VA’s budget annually. At the same
time, more and more veterans are turn-
ing to the VA for health care. In my
own state of West Virginia, the number
of veterans seeking care from VA has
increased, despite a declining total
number of veterans statewide. As an
example, the Martinsburg VAMC saw
its new enrollees increase by 24.7 per-
cent over the last 2 years. Rapidly ex-
panding enrollment at all four West
Virginia VA medical centers has jeop-
ardized their ability to provide high
quality care in a timely fashion. Unfor-
tunately, similar examples can be
found throughout the Nation.

Between new initiatives—long-term
care and emergency care coverage, and
simply maintaining current services,
we must secure an increase of $1.8 bil-
lion for health care alone.

Unfortunately, maintaining current
services will not be enough to ensure
that VA can meet veterans’ health care
needs. The aging veterans population
faces chronic illnesses and newly rec-
ognized challenges, such as the dis-
proportionate burden of hepatitis C,
that will further strain VA facilities.
We must anticipate the difficulties of
treating complex diseases and ensure
that we do not neglect the needs of vet-
erans with multiple, coincident med-
ical problems.

If we simply maintain current serv-
ices, can we expect VA to restore the
capacity for PTSD and spinal cord in-
jury treatment to the 1996 legislatively
mandated level? In West Virginia,
many veterans not only wait months
for specialty care, they have to travel
hundreds of miles to get it. We can de-
pend on community outpatient clinics
to increase veterans’ access to primary
health care, but we must also ensure
that the many veterans who require
more intensive, specialized services can
turn to adequately funded inpatient
programs.

VA research not only contributes to
our national battle against disease, but
enhances the quality of care for vet-
erans by attracting the best and
brightest physicians. The Budget Reso-
lution allows, at best, for a stagnant
research budget. Not only will this
slow the search for new and better
medical treatments, but it could weak-
en efforts to protect human subjects in
VA-sponsored studies. An increase of
$47.1 million will be required merely to
offset the costs of inflation and to
monitor compliance with increasingly
stringent research guidelines.

The $2.6 billion increase proposed by
Senators WELLSTONE and JOHNSON in
the amendment before us will ensure
that VA has the resources required to
provide veterans with the high quality
health care that they need.
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